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The Gauley Bridge disaster was one of pure and simple neglect. Approximately 2000 lives were in some was destroyed. This is a tragedy that should never have happened. Management was aware of the problem. On visits to the tunnel management and visitors were given masks, to prevent them from breathing the dust, while the workers (who had to breathe the dust for hours on end) were not provided the same protective gear.  Were the workers lives so insignificant that they did not need to be protected? Or was it simply the fact that management was reluctant to spend money on the protective equipment.  Management in this case showed a complete lack of compassion for human lives.  Management took their callous attitude even farther by burying these workers in mass graves with no markings. Families were not notified, and in at least one case family members were driven away from the site. 

The Bhopal incident of 1984 affected the lives of some 140,000 people. Some 20,000died as a direct result of this disaster, while another 120,000were in some way disabled. As with the Gauley Bridge incident, this was a case of neglect on the part of management. Not so much for not providing safety gear, but instead for not providing adequate training, and poor maintenance of the facility. Even after workers complained of dangerous conditions, management did nothing. This incident also could and should have been avoided. Poor maintenance caused the accident to occur; however, the lack of training resulted in a major catastrophe. Not knowing the correct way to deal with the chemicals involved, the workers inadvertently worsened the situation. While proper training may not have prevented the gas leak, it could have save thousands of lives.

Is it a coincidence that the parent company in both cases was the Union- Carbide and chemical company? Does this company have a history of ignoring the signs of impending danger to its workers? Some companies maintain a “wait and see” attitude. Unfortunately while they are waiting an accident of epic proportion could and sometimes does occur. The cost of proper safety equipment, training and facility maintenance would be minuscule compared to the cost of dealing with these accidents.


Event #1 - Indonesia -Two passenger trains collided head-on 270 kilometers from Jakarta in the early morning hours on Friday January 28 2011.  Indonesia’s railway system is old and poorly maintained. Transportation experts say disagreements between the government, which is responsible for railway repairs, and the company that operates the trains have led to serious lapses in safety.

Event #2 – St. Louis July 1997- Five workers were putting on a fireworks display on a barge when a defective mortar shell ignited the remaining fireworks creating an explosion that ultimately killed three of the men. James Hernandez, chairman of the Exposition Commission explained that two of the men died from drowning. These men had neglected to wear floatation vest. Saying that  “they (the vests) were in the way. They cut down on maneuverability," This is another case of neglecting safety equipment, only this time it is the workers fault.
